BELLARIA LVIII

The Chaironeaﬁ, PIutarcH (er-lgra'ving; Lédhard Gaultier, d.1641)

PLUTARCH IlI

Politika Parangelmata
Introduction

The Loeb translate this as Precepts of Statecraft. Fair enough, but it is important to
remember that the Greek world of Plutarch’s time was not the world of 5" C Athens
but under the thumb of Rome, a situation to which Plutarch was perfectly
reconciled. So there was nothing like the wide-ranging free-for-all of Athenian
democraticassemblies. The wealthy were appointed to the council and the people’s
assembly voted on what the council members proposed. These would concern local
Issues.

Here near the end of his Parange/mataPlutarch defines the job of the
statesman as follows:

‘But the best thing is to see to it in advance that factional discord shall never arise
among them and to regard this as the greatest and noblest function of what may be
called the art of statesmanship. For observe that of the greatest blessings which



states can enjoy—peace, liberty, plenty, abundance of men, and concord—so far as
peace is concerned, at present the peoples have no need of statesmanship; for all
war, both Greek and foreign, has been banished from among us and has
disappeared; and of liberty the peoples have as great a share as our rulers grant
them, and perhaps more would not be better for them; but bounteous
productiveness of the soil, kindly tempering of the seasons, that wives may bear
‘children like to their sires’, and that the offspring may live in safety—these things
the wise man will ask the gods in his prayers to grant his fellow-citizens.’

There must be many ordinary people across today’s world who would be
ecstatic to be able to settle for that.

Nothing better to do?

798C First then let there be established, for the administration of state affairs,
decision-making based on judgement and reason, and not on impulse arising from
empty vain-glory, infighting, or lack of anything else to do. For as those who have
nothing useful to do at home frequently spend most of their time in the market-
place, even if they have no need to, so some men, because they have no other
personal business worthy of their attentions, immerse themselves into public
affairs, using politics as a leisure pursuit.

798C Ttp@tov peEv o0v UTtokeloBw TtoALtelq, kaBatep €dapog BEBatov kal ioxupdy,
TIpoaipeaig apxnv Exouoa Kpiolv kal Adyov, dAAA pn Trtoiav utto d0§ng Kevig N
PIAOVEIKIAG TIVOG M TIPAEEWV ETEPWV ATIOPIAG. MOTIEP VAP 0iG 0USEV ETTLV OiKOL
XpNotov, ev ayopd dlatpifouat, kav U 6éwvtal, TOvV TIAEIGTOV XpOVOoV: 0UTWG EVLOL,
Q) UNdev Exelv 1dlov dAAo Ttpdttely dlov oTtoudRs, R PANOUCLY EQUTOUG Eig
dnuootia tpaypata, tf) TIoALtelq dlaywyf XPWHEVOL.
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798D Many also, having by chance become involved in public affairs, have become
infected by them and cannot easily leave the stage, suffering the same as those who
embark on board a ship to be rocked about and then driven out into the open sea:
sea-sick and giddy, they look out for the shore but are forced to remain and to
accommodate themselves to the situation.

798D TtoANOL & ATTO TUXNG AWApEVOL TGV KOWVQY, Kal avattAnoBévteg oUKeTL padiwg
ameABeiv duvavtal, TauTo toig EPPaaty gig tAoiov aiwpag xapty €it’ anoomacbeiov
gig TEAayog TteTovOoTeG: £§w PAETTOUTI VAUTIOVTEG KAl TAPATTOUEVOL, LEVELV OE Kal
xpfoBal toig tapoloiv avayknv EXOVIEG

[Plutarch goes on to contrast those who ‘fall into the well’ of politics and those who
enteritas a result of careful reflection with honourable ends in view

A politician’sjob is to understand and mould citizens’ character

799B Now that they have settled their choice in their own minds, and made it fixed
and irreversible, they must turn their attention to understanding the character of
the citizens, which reveals itself most clearly from a combination of their individual
dispositions, and wields enormous power. For his attempt from the outset to shape
and change the nature of the people is neither easy nor certain, but requires much
time and great ability.

799B oUtw O TV TIpoaipeaiv dtmepeioavtag v €QUTol Kai Ttoloavtag ATpeTToV
Kal duopetabetov, pemeabal xpn Tpog katavonaoiv tod Boug TV TTOAIT®V, O
HAALOTA OUYKPABEV €K TIAVTWV ETTLPAIVETAL Kal (OYUEL TO PEV yap eUBUG auTov
ETixeLpelv NBoToLETY Kal peBappottetv 1ol drpou TRV UGtV oU pasdtov oud’
Ao0PAEG, AAA Kal xpovou dedpevov TToAOD Kal peyaAng SuvApewg.
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But as wine in the beginning is controlled by the character of the drinker, but 799C
afterwards, gently warming him and mixing itself in his veins, the wine itself shapes
the drinker and changes him, so too a statesman, till by his reputation and credit he
has built up a leading position of strength, must accommodate himself to the
existing dispositions of his subjects and make that his aim, aware of what naturally
pleases the people and by whom they are usually won over...

Seld’, MoTep oivog €v Apxf HEV UTIO TéV NOGV Kpateital Tol Ttivovtog, nouxi o€
799C StaBaimwy Kai katakepavvupevog autog NOOTIOLET TOV TtivovTa Kal
nebiotnoly, oUTw TOV TIOAITIKOV, WG AV [OXUV AywyOoV €K 0OENG KAl TTIOTEWG
KATAoKEUAonTal, Toig UTIOKELPEVOLG fBeatv eUdppoaTov eival Kai otoxdleaBal
TOUTWV, ETILIOTALEVOV 0IG Xaipelv 0 Sfpog Kal U@’ wv dyeaBal TEQUKEV...

Character of the Athenians

799C For example, the Athenians are easily moved to anger, and easily changed to
mercy, more prone to instant suspicion than willing to be to be informed at leisure;
and just as they are more willing to help out humble people of little importance, so
do they applaud and rate highly wit and amusement in their speeches; they take
particular delight in those that praise them, and are very little offended by those
that mock them; they strike fear into their archons, but then again are benevolent
to their enemies.

799C oiov 0 ABnvaiwyv eUKIivNTOG E0TL TIPOG OpYNV, EUUETADETOG TIPOG EAEOV, LAAAOV
0&€wg UTtovoelv f d16dokeaBal kab’' nouyiav Bouhdpevog. MoTEP TV AVOPQOV TOIG
adoéoig kai tamelvoig Bonbeiv TpobupdTEPOG, 0UTW TMOV AOYWV TOUG TIALYVIWOELG
Kal yeAoloug aottddetal kal Tpotipd. Tolg Lev €matvolotv autov PLAAloTa Xaipel, Tolg
OE OKWTITOUTLV NKLOTA SUCXEPAIVEL. (POBEPOG ETTLV AXPL TMOV APXOVIWY, Eita
@INAVOPWTIOG AxpL TGOV TIOAEHIWV...


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dei%3D&la=greek&can=dei%3D0&prior=duna/mews
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%270&prior=dei=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28%2Fsper&la=greek&can=w%28%2Fsper0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29%3Dnos&la=greek&can=oi%29%3Dnos0&prior=w(/sper
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n1&prior=oi)=nos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29rxh%3D%7C&la=greek&can=a%29rxh%3D%7C0&prior=e)n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn1&prior=a)rxh=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28po%5C&la=greek&can=u%28po%5C0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn1&prior=u(po/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29qw%3Dn&la=greek&can=h%29qw%3Dn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kratei%3Dtai&la=greek&can=kratei%3Dtai0&prior=h)qw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3D&la=greek&can=tou%3D2&prior=kratei=tai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pi%2Fnontos&la=greek&can=pi%2Fnontos0&prior=tou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28suxh%3D&la=greek&can=h%28suxh%3D0&prior=pi/nontos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=h(suxh=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=diaqa%2Flpwn&la=greek&can=diaqa%2Flpwn0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C6&prior=diaqa/lpwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=katakerannu%2Fmenos&la=greek&can=katakerannu%2Fmenos0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29to%5Cs&la=greek&can=au%29to%5Cs0&prior=katakerannu/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29qopoiei%3D&la=greek&can=h%29qopoiei%3D0&prior=au)to/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn0&prior=h)qopoiei=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pi%2Fnonta&la=greek&can=pi%2Fnonta0&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=pi/nonta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meqi%2Fsthsin&la=greek&can=meqi%2Fsthsin0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%28%2Ftw&la=greek&can=ou%28%2Ftw0&prior=meqi/sthsin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5Cn&la=greek&can=to%5Cn1&prior=ou(/tw
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=politiko%2Fn&la=greek&can=politiko%2Fn0&prior=to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28%2Fws&la=greek&can=e%28%2Fws0&prior=politiko/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%5Cn&la=greek&can=a%29%5Cn0&prior=e(/ws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29sxu%5Cn&la=greek&can=i%29sxu%5Cn0&prior=a)/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29gwgo%5Cn&la=greek&can=a%29gwgo%5Cn0&prior=i)sxu/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29k&la=greek&can=e%29k0&prior=a)gwgo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=do%2Fchs&la=greek&can=do%2Fchs0&prior=e)k
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C1&prior=do/chs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pi%2Fstews&la=greek&can=pi%2Fstews0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kataskeua%2Fshtai&la=greek&can=kataskeua%2Fshtai0&prior=pi/stews
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds0&prior=kataskeua/shtai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28pokeime%2Fnois&la=greek&can=u%28pokeime%2Fnois0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%2Fqesin&la=greek&can=h%29%2Fqesin0&prior=u(pokeime/nois
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29a%2Frmoston&la=greek&can=eu%29a%2Frmoston0&prior=h)/qesin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Dnai&la=greek&can=ei%29%3Dnai0&prior=eu)a/rmoston
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C2&prior=ei)=nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=stoxa%2Fzesqai&la=greek&can=stoxa%2Fzesqai0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%2Ftwn&la=greek&can=tou%2Ftwn0&prior=stoxa/zesqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pista%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=e%29pista%2Fmenon0&prior=tou/twn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Ds&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Ds0&prior=e)pista/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xai%2Frein&la=greek&can=xai%2Frein0&prior=oi(=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%280&prior=xai/rein
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dh%3Dmos&la=greek&can=dh%3Dmos0&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C3&prior=dh=mos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28f%27&la=greek&can=u%28f%270&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28%3Dn&la=greek&can=w%28%3Dn0&prior=u(f%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fgesqai&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fgesqai0&prior=w(=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pe%2Ffuken&la=greek&can=pe%2Ffuken0&prior=a)/gesqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Don&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Don0&prior=pe/fuken
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28&la=greek&can=o%281&prior=oi(=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*%29aqhnai%2Fwn&la=greek&can=*%29aqhnai%2Fwn0&prior=o(
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29ki%2Fnhto%2Fs&la=greek&can=eu%29ki%2Fnhto%2Fs0&prior=*)aqhnai/wn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29sti&la=greek&can=e%29sti0&prior=eu)ki/nhto/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&can=pro%5Cs0&prior=e)sti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29rgh%2Fn&la=greek&can=o%29rgh%2Fn0&prior=pro/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=eu%29meta%2Fqetos&la=greek&can=eu%29meta%2Fqetos0&prior=o)rgh/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&can=pro%5Cs1&prior=eu)meta/qetos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fleon&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fleon0&prior=pro/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%3Dllon&la=greek&can=ma%3Dllon0&prior=e)/leon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29ce%2Fws&la=greek&can=o%29ce%2Fws0&prior=ma=llon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28ponoei%3Dn&la=greek&can=u%28ponoei%3Dn0&prior=o)ce/ws
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C0&prior=u(ponoei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dida%2Fskesqai&la=greek&can=dida%2Fskesqai0&prior=h)/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kaq%27&la=greek&can=kaq%270&prior=dida/skesqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28suxi%2Fan&la=greek&can=h%28suxi%2Fan0&prior=kaq%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=boulo%2Fmenos&la=greek&can=boulo%2Fmenos0&prior=h(suxi/an
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28%2Fsper&la=greek&can=w%28%2Fsper0&prior=boulo/menos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn0&prior=w(/sper
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ndrw%3Dn&la=greek&can=a%29ndrw%3Dn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds1&prior=a)ndrw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29do%2Fcois&la=greek&can=a%29do%2Fcois0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C4&prior=a)do/cois
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tapeinoi%3Ds&la=greek&can=tapeinoi%3Ds0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=bohqei%3Dn&la=greek&can=bohqei%3Dn0&prior=tapeinoi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=proqumo%2Fteros&la=greek&can=proqumo%2Fteros0&prior=bohqei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%28%2Ftw&la=greek&can=ou%28%2Ftw1&prior=proqumo/teros
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn1&prior=ou(/tw
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lo%2Fgwn&la=greek&can=lo%2Fgwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%5Cs&la=greek&can=tou%5Cs0&prior=lo/gwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=paigniw%2Fdeis&la=greek&can=paigniw%2Fdeis0&prior=tou/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C5&prior=paigniw/deis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=geloi%2Fous&la=greek&can=geloi%2Fous0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29spa%2Fzetai&la=greek&can=a%29spa%2Fzetai0&prior=geloi/ous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C6&prior=a)spa/zetai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=protima%3D%7C&la=greek&can=protima%3D%7C0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds2&prior=protima=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29painou%3Dsin&la=greek&can=e%29painou%3Dsin0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29to%5Cn&la=greek&can=au%29to%5Cn0&prior=e)painou=sin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Flista&la=greek&can=ma%2Flista0&prior=au)to/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xai%2Frei&la=greek&can=xai%2Frei0&prior=ma/lista
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds3&prior=xai/rei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=skw%2Fptousin&la=greek&can=skw%2Fptousin0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28%5Ckista&la=greek&can=h%28%5Ckista0&prior=skw/ptousin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dusxerai%2Fnei&la=greek&can=dusxerai%2Fnei0&prior=h(/kista
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fobero%2Fs&la=greek&can=fobero%2Fs0&prior=dusxerai/nei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29stin&la=greek&can=e%29stin0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fxri&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fxri0&prior=e)stin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn0&prior=a)/xri
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29rxo%2Fntwn&la=greek&can=a%29rxo%2Fntwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29%3Dta&la=greek&can=ei%29%3Dta0&prior=a)rxo/ntwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fila%2Fnqrwpos&la=greek&can=fila%2Fnqrwpos0&prior=ei)=ta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fxri&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fxri1&prior=fila/nqrwpos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn1&prior=a)/xri
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=polemi%2Fwn&la=greek&can=polemi%2Fwn0&prior=tw=n

Character of the Carthaginians

1-5-1937, hang trén: Stalin, Kaganovich, Akulov, Andreyev, Dimitrov, Yezhov, Mikoyan, Molotov, Chubar, Kalinin; du6i: ilov, Yegorov, va

799D The disposition of the Carthaginian people is quite different: severe, grim-
faced, subordinate to their rulers, harsh to their subordinates, most abject in their
fear, most cruel in their anger, inflexible in adhering to their decisions, unpleasant
and unmoved by witty and agreeable discourse. Never, if Cleon had asked them to
delay an assembly because he hasjust made a sacrifice and was about to feast some
guests, would they have risen to their feet, laughing and applauding; nor, if in mid-
speech a quail had slipped out of Alcibiades’ cloak, would they have eagerly joined
in hunting it down and giving it back to him, but would have killed him for
humiliating them and taking liberties. After all, they banished Hanno for using a
lion as his baggage-carrier on campaign, accusing him of aspiring to be a tyrant!...

799D £tepov A60¢ ToU Kapyndoviwv drjpou, TiLkpov, oKUBpwTIov, UTIHKOOV TOIG
apyouat, Bapu Toig UTINKOOLG, AYEVVEDTATOV £V (POOLG, AypLWTATOV EV OpYaIC,
ETtiovov 101G yvwaBeial, Ttpog tatdiav kal xaptv avnduvtov Kai GkAnpov: oUk av
ouUtol, KAéwvog a&lolvtog autoug, etel T€Ouke Kai EEvoug eoTidv PENEL, TRV
gkkAnoiav uttepBeaBal, yeAdoavteg av kai KpoTnoavteg aveatnoav, oud'
AAKLBLadnv, 6ptuyog €v Td AEyetv dla@uyovtog €k ToU ipatiou, QIAOTIHWG
ouvBnpeloavteg amedwkav av: AAAa kal améktelvayv av, wg uPpidovtag kai
TPUPQOVTAG: OTIOU Kal Avvwva, AEOVTL XpWLEVOV OKEUOQOPW TIapd TAG 0TPATELAg,
AiTIaoAPEVOL TUPAVVIKA PPOVETV EENAacav...

While improving citizens, you must regulate your own behaviour
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800B When therefore you have attained power and are trusted, you must try to
bring into line the people’s frame of mind, leading them calmly to better ways and
handling them gently. For reforming people en masseis hard work. As for you
yourself, about (as it were) to lead the rest of your life on a wide-open stage, train
up and regulate your habits; and if it is not easy for you wholly to banish vicious
behaviour from your soul, at least eliminate and curtail those offences which are
most flourishing and conspicuous.

800B 10 pév 00V @V TTOAIT@OV B0g ioyUovta b€l Kal Ttioteuopevov N Ttelpdobal
pubuilely, ATpEpa TIpoOG TO BEATIOV UTtdyovTa Kal TIpAwG LETAXELPLLOLEVOV:
Epywong yap ) LeTABeaig TGV TIOAAQV. aUTOG S WoTIE €V BEATPW TO AOLTIOV
AVATIETITAUEVR PLWOOUEVOG, ESAOKEL KAL KATAKOTUEL TOV TPOTIOV: E1 OE Ur padlov
amaAAd&at mavidmnaot TAg Yuxng thv Kakiav, ooa yodv EmavBel pdAtota kal
TIPOTIITITEL TV AUAPTNHATWV APALPGV KAl KOAOUWV.

800B For you have heard how Themistocles, intent on entering public life,
withdrew from drinking and partying, but stayed up at night, sober and laying
plans, saying to his close friends that Miltiades’s trophy refused to let him sleep.
800C And Pericles also changed his appearance and life-style, to walk calmly, talk
agreeably, always to look composed, to keep his hand under his cloak, and walked
only one way—to the speaker’s platform in the assembly and the council-house.

800B akouelg yap, 0t kal OspoTokARg, amtecBal g TToAlteiag dtavooupevog,
ATECTNOE TAOV TIOTWV KAl TOV KWUWV EAUTOV, AYPUTIVQOV O€ Kal VAPV Kal
TIEQPPOVTIKWG EAEYE TIPOG TOUG UV OELG, WG OUK €A KaBeUdELY aUTOV TO

800C MiATtiadou tpotatov. MepikAfg &€ kai Ttepi 10 odpa kai trhv diartav EERAAasev
autov, npepa Badidetv kai pdwg dtaléyeaBal kai 1O TIPOCWTIOV AEL CUVECTNKOG
emdeikvuoBal kal TAv Xelpa ouvEXEeLY EvTog TAG TtepL oA Kal piav 66ov
TtopelecBat trv ETi 10 BApa kai 1o Bouleutnplov.

Your private life will be of great interest
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800C For a crowd is not so manageable nor so easy to be controlled by just anyone,
butitis desirable, if, not being frightened by sight or sound like some suspicious
and skittish beast, it will submit to authority. 800D The man for whom these
matters should not be of passing concern, surely ought not to neglect taking
responsibility for his own life and habits so that they are clear from all slur and
censure? For statesmen are not only liable to give an account of what they say and
doin public, but thereis also great interest in what they eat, who they sleep with,
their marriages, and every other interest, frivolous and serious.

800C oU yap elpetayeiplotov oude padlov aAdval Thv owtrplov AAwatv UTto Tol
TUXOVTOG OXA0G, AAN” ayamtntdy, €i AT OWEL UATE QwVI) TITUPOLLEVOG WOoTtep Bnpiov
UTtoTtTov Kai TrotkiAov evoExoLto Thv éTiotaaiav. 800D ¢ Toivuv 0USE ToUTwY
ETILUEANTEOV EOTL TTAPEPYWG, ATTOU TGOV TtePL TOV Biov Kal T0 100G ApeAnTéoV OTIWG
Yoyou kabapa kat dtaBoAfg amdong; ou yap wv AEyouaty €V KOV Kal TipAdTtouaty
ol TtoAtteudpevol povov euBuvag 61doaaty, AN kal detTtvov alt®@v
TIOAUTIpAyHOVEITaAl Kal KoiTn Kal yapog kai ratdla kai otroudn taoa.

Look at Alcibiades, Cimon, Scipio and Pompey

800D For what need we say of Alcibiades who, the most man active in public affairs
and an invincible general, was destroyed by the vulgarity and rashness of his private
life, and prevented the city benefiting from all his other good qualities by his
irresponsibility and extravagance? By the same token the Athenians blamed
Cimon’s wine, 800E the Romans, having nothing else to complain about, found
fault with Scipio’s sleeping habits, and Pompey the Great’s enemies, reproached
him for having caught him out scratching his head with one finger.

800D ti yap 6el Aéyetv AAKIBLadny; Ov Ttepl Ta KOvA TTAVIWY EVEPYOTATOV OVTa Kai
OTPATNYOV ANTTNTOV ATIWAECEV I TIEPL TRV dlattav dvaywyia kai Bpacutng, kal téhv
aMwv ayabav autol Thv TToAY avovnTov €Ttoinoe did TV TIOAUTEAE LAV KAl THV
akoAaaiav; ottou kai Kipwvog o0tot Tov oivov, Kai ‘Pwpaiot 800E Xkittiwvog oUdEV
aAAo €xovteg Aéyetv Tov UTtvov ftidvto, Moptniov 6 Mayvov éhotddpouv oi €xBpoi,
TIApa@UAASavTeg Vi OAKTUAW TNV KEQAANV KVWLEVOV.
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800E For as in the face a freckle or wart is more unpleasant than brand-marks,
mutilations and scars in the rest of the body, so little faults appear great when
observed in the lives of leaders and statesmen, on account of the view that most
men hold on power and politics, which they look on as important matters that
should be cleansed of all oddities and abnormalities.

800E w¢ yap €V TTpooWTIW PakOg Kal akpoxopdwv duoxepaivetal pdAlov f
otiypata kai kohofotnteg kal ouAai 1ol Aoimtol owuatog, oUTw Ta HIKpA @aivetal
HEeYAAA TV AUAPTNUATWV €V NYEUOVIKOIG Kal TTIOALTIKOIG Opwpeva Biotg dia 66&av,
AV ol TToAAol TtEpL ApxAG Kal TIOALTELAG EXOUTLY, WG TIPAYHATOG LEYAAOU Kal
kaBapeuelv a§iou taong atotiag kai AN UEAEiag.

Next week: Plutarch on marriage
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