BELLARIA LIX

The Chaironeaﬁ, PlutarlrchA (érigra‘vin'g; Lédhard Gaultiér, d.1641)

PLUTARCH IV

ADVICE ON MARRIAGE

Introduction: Gamika Parangelmata (Moralia138 B-146)

There is no other work quite like this in Plutarch—a collection of brief, unargued
observations about marriage, usually involving a simile or comparison of some sort.
Itis addressed to a married couple of philosophical bent but, typically of this genre,



the husband takes the role of teacher and guide. The pointis that in the ancient
world, elite males were educated, females not so much. It was therefore a perfectly
reasonable assumption that a husband was duty-bound to educate his wife (cf.
Ischomachus in Xenophon’s Oeconomicus). That did not mean wives did not have
their own views on matters.

However, the theme of kindliness, loyalty, understanding, love and affection
on both sides is emphasized, as are the couple’s duties to each other, in strong
contrast to the misogyny apparent in much ancient Greek literature.

The solid vessel

Tripod stand 6™ C BC

3. At the outset, married people should beware especially of quarrels and
antagonisms, observing that household vessels made of sections are to start with
easily broken up for any sort of reason, but over time, as theirjoints become set, are
hardly shattered even by fire or steel.

3. €V ApxA HaAlota Oel tag dtaopag Kail Tag TipooKpoUaeLg puAdTTeaBal Toug
YEYAUNKOTAG, OpGOVTAG OTL KAl TA CUVAPHOCOEVTA TV OKEUQVY KAT ApXAG LEV UTIO
TG TUXOUONG Padiwg SLaoTIATal TTPOYATEWG, XPOVy &€ TV ApUiV oupTInSLv
AaBovtwy, poALg UTto TtUpog Kal adnpou dlaAuveTal.

The heat of passion
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4. As fire gets easily kindled in chaff, wick and hares’ fur, but is easily extinguished
again if it finds nothing able to retain it and feed it, so the intense passion of newly-
married people, ablaze at physical beauty, must not be considered durable and
lasting unless, being rooted in character and taking a grip on the senses, it takes on
a spirited frame of mind.

4. OOTIEP TO TLOp ESATITETAL HEV EUXEPKG EV AXUPOLG Kal BpualAidt kai Bpii
Aaywatg, ofevvutat 6€ tdytov, Av PN Tvog ETEPOU OUVAHEVOU OTEYELV Apa Kal
TPEPELV ETIIAAPNTAL, OUTW TOV ATIO CWHATOG KAl Wpag 0SUV £pWTA TGOV VEOYAUWV
avapAeyopevov det un diapki pnde BEPatov vopidetv, av un mepl 10 NBog idpubeig
Kal To0 ppovolvtog aPapevog, EpPuxov Adfn 6tabeatv.

Respect your wife

8. Men who through weakness or effeminacy cannot vault upon their horses’ backs,
teach them to kneel and so receive their riders. Similarly, some men that marry
noble or rich wives, instead of making themselves better, cut their wives down to
size, with a view to ruling more easily over the humiliated. But one ought to use the
rein with an eye to the distinction of a woman as much as to the size of a horse.

8. ol Tolg (TtTrotg EaAAeaBat ur duvapevol 8t acBévelav A paiakiav autoug
gxkelvoug 0kAAdetv kai UTtOTTITITELY S16ATKOUGLY. 0UTWG £VIOL TV AdOVTwY EUYEVEIS
A TTAouaoiag yuvaikag ouy eautoug Ttotodat BeAtioug AAN’ Ekeivag TtepitkoAououaly,
WG LAAAov ApSovTeG TATIEVQV YEVOUEVWV: OET O’ OTIEP ITITIOU TO UEYEDOG
@uAdtrovta kai 1o adiwpa g yuvatkog xpRobat @ xaAve.

The modest wife (i)
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9. We see that the moon, when it is far from the sun, shines bright and glorious, but
disappears and hides itself when itis near. A modest wife, on the contrary, ought to
be most visible in her husband’s company, and to stay at home and hide away in his
absence.

9. TNV oeAvny, 6tav amootfj Tol nAiou, Ttepipavi kai Aaptpav Opopey, agavidetal
O€ Kal KpUTITETAL TIANGIOV YEVOUEVN: TNV O€ owpova yuvaika Sel Touvavtiov
opaocBal paiiota petda 1ol avdpog ovoayv, oikoupeiv &€ Kal kpuTrteohal Ui
TIApOVTOG.

The modest wife (ii)

10. Herodotus was not right in saying that a woman puts off her modesty with her
clothes. On the contrary, the modest woman puts on her modesty instead, and they
both use the greatest respect for each other as a sign of their great love.

10. 0UK 0pB®dG ‘Hpddotog eittev OTL i yuvn Apa T¢) XITGOVL EKOUETAL KAL THV Ald®-
Touvavtiov yap n ow@pwv avievduetat tnv aid®, kai 1ol pdAlota @IAeiv T paiiota

aideloBal cupfoAw xpdvtal Ttpog AAAAAOUG.

The sensible wife
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12. The Sun won a victory over the North Wind. For when it tried force a man to
remove his cloak and blew briskly against him, he only tightened his grip and held
his cloak round him, but when the Sun came out with its warm rays, at first warmed
and afterwards scorched, he stripped himself of coat as well as cloak. Most woman
act similarly: if their husbands try to curtail by force their luxury and extravagance,
they are vexed and fight for their rights, but if they are convinced by reason, they
quietly drop their expensive habits, and keep within bounds.

12. 0 NAtog Tov Popéav éviknaev. 0 yap avBpwttog, To0 pev avépou Bralopévou 1o
lpdtiov agpeAéaBal kai AauTtpOV KAtaTveOVTog, LAGAAOV EG@LYYE KAl CUVETYXE TNV
TieptfoAny, 1ol 6’ nAiou peta 10 Ttvelpa Beppol yevopévou, BaAtopevog sita
Kaupati{Opevog, kat Tov xtteva 1@ ipatiw pooatnedloato. toito Tololaoty ai
TIAETOTAL YUVATKEG APALPOUKEVOLG TOTG Avopaat Bia TAV Tpu@nV Kal Thv
TIOAUTEAE LAY, Olapdyovtal Kal xaAeTaivoualy: av eiBwvtal peta Adyou, Tipawg
amotiBevtal kai petpialouaty.

Debauched husbands

16. The kings of Persia have their wedded wives at their side at banquets and
entertainments; but when they have a mind for a drunken debauch they send them
away, and call for singing-girls and concubines, rightly so doing, for so they do not
mix up their wives with licentiousness and drunkenness. Similarly, if a private
individual, dissolute and ill-disciplined, goes astray with a courtesan or slave, the
wife should not complain or become angry, but consider that it is in respect of her
that he bestows upon another woman all his drunkenness, licentiousness and
depravity.

16. 101G TV Mepodv PaoiAelaotv ai yvolal yuvaikeg tapakddnvrat detmvolot kai
ouveoTi®vtal. Boulopevol 6¢ tailetv kal pebuokeobal, taltag PeEv ATIOTIEUTIOUD,
146 6€ pouaooupyoug kal TtaAdakidag karodatv, 0pB®dG ToUTO v auTo Tololvieg, Ot
10 CUVAKOAAOTAIVELV Kal Ttapolveiv ou petadidboaaot Taig yapetaig. av ouv idlwtng
avnp, akpatng o€ Tepl tag ndovag Kai avaywyog, Eapaptn Tt tpog taipav f
Bepattavida, Ol TRV yapETNV U AyavakTelv unde xaAetaively, Aoyt{opévny 0Tt
Ttapolviag kai akoAaoiag kai UBpewg aidoupevog autnv €Tépa LETAdIOWOLV.
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Brazen Hussy (ficaria verna)

18. A Lacedeemonian maiden, when someone asked her if she had yet had dealings
with a man, replied, ‘No, but he has with me.’ This, in my view, is the line of conduct
a mistress of the household should pursue, neither to decline nor be annoyed by the
embraces of a husband when he takes the initiative, nor to provoke them herself;
for the one is brazen and savours of the courtesan, the other is dismissive and
unnatural.

18. Adkatva mtatdiokn, TuvBavouévou Tivog el (o avdpi poaeAnAubey, ‘oUk Eywy”
gitev, AA\ ‘€pol €keivog.” 0UTog O TPOTIOG, Oipal, TG 0ikodeaTIoivng, UATE PEUYELV
unte duoyepaivelv ta tolalta 100 avdpog ApyopEVOU HATE aUThV Katdpyxeobal- 10
HEV yap ETALPIKOV Kal (Tapdv, 10 & UTteprpavov Kai a@AoaTopyov.

The knot of love

20. Plato says thatis a happy and fortunate state, where ‘mine’ and ‘not mine’ are
least heard, because the citizens (as much as they can) regard all matters of real
importance as common property. Far more essential is it that from marriage such
words should be removed. Except that, as the doctors say that blows on the left
shoulders affect sensations on the right, so is it good for husband and wife to
sympathize mutually with one another, so that, just as ropes gain strength from the
interweaving with each other, the marriage knot with each interchanging mutual
affection may be confirmed for both of them.

20. 0 M\atwv @nolv eudaipova kal pakapiav eivat oAy, €v ‘10 EUOV Kal 10 oUK
EUOV NKLoTa PBeyyopEVwVY dkououat, OLd TO Kolvolg (wg Evi pdAlota) xpfioBatl toig
aioig oroudng TOUG TToAITAG, TIOAU &€ PAAAoV €k yApou SeT TRV TolauTnV ViV
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avnpfoBat. ARV GoTIEp ol tatpol Aéyouat TAg TV EUwVUH®V TIANYAG Thv aiobnotv
v 101G 6e§10ig avapépetv, oUTw TNV yuvaika toig 1ol avépog oupttabeiv kalov kai
TOV Avopa Tolg TAG yuvalkog, (v’ oTiep oi deapol kata v EmAaAadly ioxuv ot
AAANAwv AapBavouaoty, oUtwg Ekatépou thy elivolav avtioTpo@ov amodidovtog
Kowvwvia owdntat oL’ apeoiv.

He’s got your paunch

20. What's more, nature unites through the mingling of our bodies so that, by
taking and mingling a common part from each pair, it provides offspring common
to both so that that neither husband nor wife can discriminate or discern which part
of the child is theirs. So, too, it is especially fitting for married persons to share their
money, throwing all their property into one common stock, and mixing it up, not to
regard part of it as ‘mine’, partas ‘yours’, but hold everything in common and
separate. And just as we call it ‘wine’, even it shares much more in water, so we
must say that that the house and property belongs to the man, even though the
wife contribute most of the money.

20. Kai yap 1 guolig piyvuot 81a TV CWHATwV TOV NUAG, v’ €€ EKATEPWV LEPOG
AaBoloa kai cuyxeaoa KooV ApQOoTEPOLG ATIOOM TO YEVVWHEVOV, WOTE UNOETEPOV
dlopioatl unde diakpival To idtov r To AAAGTpLOoV. TolalTh Toivuv Kal XpnHATwy
KOLV@WVIa TIpOCNKEL HdALoTa Tolg yapoUdaty €ig piav ouoiav Ttavia Kataxeapevolg Kal
avapi§aot pn 1o HEpPog idlov Kai to HEPOG AANGTpLoU AAAa Ttdv idlov nyeioBat kai
UNOEV AANGTPLOV. OTIEP YaP TO Kpdpa Kaitol Udatog petéxov TIAE(ovVog oivov
KaAoUpev, oUtw TrVv ouaiav Ol kal Tov oikov ToU avdpog Aéyeabat, Kav f yuvi
TtAelova oup faiAntat.

Tight fitting

Stretch Width

Spot Stretch
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22. The Roman who was taken to task by his friends for repudiating a chaste
wealthy and handsome wife, showed them his shoe and said, ‘Although this is new
and handsome, none of you know where it pinches me.” A wife ought not therefore
to put her trustin her dowry, or family, or beauty, but in matters that more vitally
concern her husband, namely, in her conversation, character and companionship,
not to make every-day life vexatious or annoying, but harmonious and cheerful and
agreeable.

22. 0 Pwpaiog UTo T®V @idwv voubBetoupevog 0Tl ow@pova yuvaika kal Tthouaiav
Kal wpaiav ameméuyaro, TOV KAATIOV aUToig TTpoTeivag; ‘Kal yap oUTtog £pn ‘KAAOg
(6€lv kal kawvog, A\’ oudelg oidev OTrou e OAIBeL.” bel Toivuv Ui TtpoLki HNdE yével
KNOE KAAAEL TRV yuvaika TILOTEVELY, AAN év oig dTrTeTal LaAlota 1ol avopog, OpiAia
1e kai 0L kal oupTtepLpopd, talta pun okAnpa pnd’ aviwvia kad’ nuépav aA\’
gudppoota Kai AAuTta Kal Ttpoa@IAf TIapEXELV.

Jealous mother-in-law

35. At Leptis, atown in Libya, it is the custom for the bride the day after marriage to
send to her mother-in-law’s house for a pot, but she does not lend her one, but says
she has not got one, so that from the first the daughter-in-law may understand her
mother-in-law’s stepmotherly mind and, if afterwards she should be harsher still,
should be prepared for it and not take it badly. Knowing this, the wife ought to
guard against any cause of offence, for the bridegroom’s mother is jealous of her
son’s affection to his wife. But there is one cure for this condition of mind, to
conciliate privately the husband’s affection, and not to divert or diminish his love
for his mother.

35. év Aémttel TG ALBUNG TIOAEL TTATPLOV E0TL T LETA TOV YALOV NUEPA THV VULPNV
TIpOG ThHV o0 VUp@iou untépa méuyaoav aiteiobat xutpav. r 6 ou didwatv oudé
@ENOLV EXELY, OTIWG ATT APXAG ETILOTAMEVN TO TAG EKUPAG UNTPULDOEG, Av UoTEPOV TL
oupBaivn tpaxutepov, pun ayavakti) pnde duokoAaivn. todto Sel ylyvwokouoav Thv
yuvaika Bepatevetv thv Tpd@aacty- €0t 6€ {nAoTuTtia TG UNTPOG UTIEP EUVOiag
TIpOg avtnv. Bepaeia &¢ pia 1ol Tabouc—idia pev ebvolav ¢ avdpl ToLETV TTPOg
£autnv, TNV O€ TAG LNTPOG KN TIEPLOTIAV UNO €Aattolv.
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Fathers and daughters, mothers and sons

36. Mothers seem to love their sons best as able to help them, and fathers their
daughters as needing their help; perhaps also because of the honour accorded to
one another, each prefers to show that they love and favour what is more
characteristic in the other. This, however, is a matter perhaps of little importance,
butitis civilised if the wife inclines with greater respect to her husband’s parents
than to her own, and if she is distressed over anything, to confide it to them rather
than to her own parents. For seeming trust begets trust, and love love.

36. ToUG UiloUg dokoUal udAAov ayatdv ai pntépeg wg duvapévoug autaig Bonbely,
ol 6& Ttatépeg tag Buyatépag wg deopévag alt@v BonBouviwv. iowg 6€ Kal T TA
TIPOG AAARAOUG, O ETEPOG TO LAAAOV OiKETOV T() ETEPW BoUAeTaL PAAAOV
aotmalOpevog Kal ayatav @avepog eivat. Kai Todto pev iowg Adtagopov EaTLy,
gkelvo &' dateiov, Av 1y yuvn paidov amokAivaoa tfj tLfj TTtpog Toug yoveig tol
avdpog ) Toug eautig PAETINTAL, KAV TLAUTIATAL TIPOG EKEIVOUG AvapEpouad, Toug &’
gautigAavBdavouaoa. ToLel yap 0 TiLoTeUelv SoKeTv TiioTeUeaBal, Kal To PIAETY
@A\eloBal.

An educated woman

Pompeii fresco c. AD 50
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48. But do you, Eurydice, study to make yourself acquainted with the sayings of wise
and good women, and ever have on your tongue those sentiments which as a girl
you took from us, that so you may make your husband’s heart glad, and be admired
by all other women, being in yourself so wonderfully and splendidly adorned,
without price.

ou &', @ EUpudikn, pdAiota Tielp® TOig TV coP®V Kal ayaddv amogbeypaaotv
OMIAETV Kal 81 0TOpATOG Al TAg Pwvag EXELV EKeivag MV Kal TtapBévog oloa Ttap’
AUV aveAapBaveg, 0Ttwg elpaivng pev tov avdpa, Baupadn & uto TV AAwv
YUVALK®V, 0UTw KOGUOULEVN TIEPLITTMOG KAl GEUVRG ATIO PLNOEVOG.

Virtue unadorned

Spartan woman, c¢. 500 BC

48. As for the jewels of this or that rich woman, or the silk dresses of this or that
foreign woman, one cannot take or put them on, except at great expense, but the
virtues that adorned Theano,.and Cleobuline, and Gorgo the wife of [Spartan]
Leonidas, and Timoclea the sister of Theagenes, and the ancient Claudia,and
Cornelia the sister of Scipio, and all other such noble and famous women, these one
may array oneself in without money and without price, and so adorned lead a
happy and famous life.

48. TOUG eV yap TROdE TG TTAouaiag papyapitag kai ta tode Thg §Evng anpika
AaBeiv oUk E0Tiv 0USE TTEpLBEGDaL U TToAAOT TIplapévny, Ta 6€ Oeavolc KOoHLa Kal
KAeoBoulivng kai Nopyolg g Aswvidou yuvalkog kal TipokAeiag thg OeayEvoug
adeApng kal Khaudiag tig aiatdg, kai KopvnAiag tAg Zkitiwvog Kai 6oal EYEVoVTo
Baupaotal kai teptfontol, talita 6 ESE0TI TIEPIKEIPEVNV TIPOTKA KAl KOOUOUUEVNV
auToig evoo&we dpa Brolv kal pakapiwg.



Sappho

John William Godward (1904)

48. For if Sappho plumed herself so much on the beauty of her lyrical poetry as to
write to a certain rich woman,

‘You shall lie down in your tomb, nor any remembrance

of you will there be, for you have no partin the roses

of Pieria’
how shall you not have a greater right to plume yourself on, if notin sharing in the
roses but in the fruits which the Muses bring, and which they freely bestow on those
that admire learning and philosophy?

48. €l yap n Zamew d1a TV €v 1o1g LEAETL KaAAlypagiav E@povel TNAIKoUToV (OTE
ypayal tpog Tiva Tthouaiav

katBdvoloa 8¢ Keioeal, oUdE TIg pvapoouva o€bev

€0€TAl: OU yAp TIEGEXEIG POSWV

oV €K Mieplag,
LG oUX oot pdAov E§€atal peya @povelv €@’ eauti] Kal Aaptpdv, av pn tev
POOWV AAA Kal TV KapT@V LETEXNG, WV ai MoUoal pépouat kal xapidovtal Toig
Ttatdeiav kai plhocoiav Baupalouaty;

Next week: Superstition.
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