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Sappho ;d/l/caeus (Lawrence Alma-Tadema: 1881)

THE GREEK (PALATINE) ANTHOLOGY I

Note
The clunking translations are adapted from the Loeb Greek Anthology (W .R. Paton)
to match the Greek as closely as possible. The translations by Peter Bradley are
taken from his Epic to Epigram: An Anthology of Classical Verse (Bristol Classical
Press1991). | have made every effort to get his permission to reproduce his work but
have failed to track him down.

The Greek Anthology (Penguin Classics) contains 861 mostly very good poetic
versions, with notes and glossaries.

They told me...

Callimachus (Naples)



They told me, Heraclitus, they told me you were dead,

They brought me bitter news to hear and bitter tears to shed.
| wept as | remembered how often you and |

Had tired the sun with talking and sent him down the sky.

And now that thou art lying, my dear old Carian guest,

A handful of grey ashes, long, long ago at rest,
5 Still are thy pleasant voices, thy ‘Nightingales™, awake;

For Death, he taketh all away, but them he cannot take.

Willam Johnson Cory
*i.e. his poems, or the name of a book of Heraclitus’ poems. Nightingales, of course, sing in the
dark.

elmé 11g, ‘HpdkAelte, 0V popov, £ O€ pe dakpu
Ayayev, EuvnoBnv &’ 00oAKIG Ap@OTEPOL
nEALov Aéoxn kateduoapev. AAAa oU pév Ttou,
Eelv' AAikapvnoel, tetpamalal omodin:
5 ai 6¢ teai {wouatv andoveg, oLV O TIAVIWV
aptaktng Aidng ouk €Tt xeipa BaAel.
Callimachus 7.80

Heraclitus’ one surviving poem

The earth is newly dug and on the faces of the tomb-stone
wave the half-withered garlands of leaves.

Deciphering the inscription, wayfarer, let us look at the stone,
Whose smooth bones the stone says it covers. —

5 ‘Stranger, | am Aretemias, my country Cnidus. | came to Euphro’s
bed, and | did not escape birth-pains,

but bearing twins, | left one child to guide my husband’s steps
in his old age, the other | took with me to remind me of him.’

a KOVIG APTIOKATITOG, ETTL 0TAAAG OE UETWTIWV
oelovtal UMWV NUIBaAEig otépavol:-

ypappa dtakpivavieg, 060ITIOpE, TIETPOV OWHEY,
Aeupd TIEPLOTEAAELY OOTEQ (PATL TIVOG. —

5Celv’, Apetnuidg eipt: tatpa Kvidog: Elgppovog AABov
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£lg A€X0G: WOIVWV OUK AHOPOG YEVOLAVY
dlooa 6’ opod tikTouoa, TO PEV AlTtov avopl TTodnyov
yNPwe, €v O’ ATIAYW UvapoouvoV Ttootog.’
Heraclitus 7.465

Loser

‘Hello, girl.’‘And you.’ ‘Who’s walking in front of you? ‘What is that to you?’
‘l have a reason for asking.’ ‘She is my mistress.’

‘May | hope? ‘What do you want? ‘A night.” ‘What do you have for her?
‘Gold.” ‘Then take heart.’ ‘And this much’. ‘Not a chance.’

‘Xaipe, kopn.’ ‘kai én ou.’ ‘tig r tpololoa;’ “Ti TpoOG OE;’
‘OUK AAOY WG {NT®.’ ‘O0TIOTIG NUETEPN.
‘€ATtidetv €€eoty;’ ‘B€AeLg OE Ti; ‘vukTa. ‘PEPEIG TL;
‘xpuaiov.’ ‘€0BUpEL’ ‘Kal téoov.’ ‘ou duvaoat.’
Anon.5.101

Apotheosis

Last evening Moeris, at the hour when we bid good night—
| know not whether in reality or in a dream—embraced me.
| remember now quite accurately everything else,
what he said to me and the questions he asked,
5 but whether he also kissed me is my conjecture; for ifitis true,
how isitthat |, become a god, am walking about on earth?
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goTiepinv Moipig pe, kab' v uylaivopev wpnv,
oUK 0id’ glte capg, €it’ Gvap, nomdoaro.
AoN yap ta pev AAAa PAA AtpekEwG Evonoa,
XWKOOA LOL TIPOCEPN, XWKOO' ETtUVBAvETO.
5 €1 O€ pe kal Te@iAnke, Tekpuaipopat: i yap aAnbeg,
TG ATofe1wbeic TAAlop’ ETtixO06VIOG;
Strato12.177

(Strato wrote homoerotic poems, but the sex of the beloved is not actually
indicated in the Greek. Moeris —cf. Alexis —is probably masculine)

Peter Hadley’s translation

When Moeris said goodnight she seemed to hold me
And kiss my lips—and yet, for all | know,

| dreamed it. | remember all she told me

And all I said to her, but | can show

It was a dream: for, if the kiss was given,

Why now am | on earth, and notin Heaven?

The logic of love

Who can tell if his beloved begins to pass its prime,
when he is always with him and never separated?
Who cannot please today, when he pleased yesterday?
And if he pleases now, what can happen to make him displease
[tomorrow?
Tig duvatal yvival ToV EpwHEVOV €l TIapakpadel,
TIAvta ouveVv alt® Lnd ATIOAELTIOUEVOG;
Tig duvat oUk ApEaal TNV onUEPOV, EXOEC ApETKwY;
el & apéoel, i tabowv aliplov ouk ApEaoe;
Strato12.248

The logic of beauty
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If beauty grows old, share it before it leaves;

butifitis for ever, why fear to give what is eternal?
€L LEV YNPACKEL TO KAAOV, LETADOG, TIPLV ATIEADN-

€l O€ pevel, T o Tolf’ o pevel didoval;
Strato12.235

The kiss-tasting

| care not for wine, but if you would make me drunk,

taste the cup firstand | will accept it when you offer it.
For, once you touch it with your lips, to abstain

is no longer easy, nor to fly from the sweet cup-bearer.
5 The cup ferries your kiss to me,

and tells me whatjoy it tasted.

ELUL HEV OU LAGOLvOG: Otav & €0€ANG pe pebuoaal,
TIPOTA OU YEUOUEVN TIPOCQEPE, Kal SExopal.
el yap empauvoelg Toig XEIAETLV, OUKETL VI(PELV
gUUApPEG, 0UOE PUYETV TOV YAUKUV 0ivoXOOoV.
5 opOpeUel yap Epolye KUALE Ttapa ool 10 giAnua,
Kal pot arayyeAAeL Thv Xaptv v EAafev.
Agathias Scholasticus 5.261

Rejection

Finding Prodike happily alone, | besought her,
and clasping her ambrosial knees,
‘Save’, | said ‘a man who is nearly lost,
and grant me the little breath that has not left me.’
5 When | said this, she wept, but wiped away the tears,
and with her tender hands lifted me up.

gukaipwg povaoaoav idwv MNpodiknv ikéteuov,
Kal TV auPpooiwv aPdpevog yovatwy,
‘c®@aov,” Epnv, ‘AvBpwTIov ATIOAAUEVOV TTAPA LLKPOV,
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kal @elyov {wig Ttvelpa ou pot xdptoat.”
5 talta Aéyovtog EkAauaey, atoynoaoa o€ dakpu,

TAdig TpU@epals fUAg xepoiv UtteSéAaBev.”
*Ume€éPBalev ‘hoyed me out’ is the ms. reading, felt to be too much of a para prosdokian. | rather
like it.

Rufinus 5.66
Hooked

Beauty without charm only pleases us, but does not hold us;
itis like a bait floating without a hook.

KAAAOG Aveu XapitwV TEPTIEL LOVOV, OU KATEXEL OE,
WG ATEP AYKIOTPOU vNXOEVOV OEAEap.
Capito 5.67

Cupid at work

Sell him! Though he’s still sleeping at his mother’s breast.
Sell him! Why should | bring up such a little devil?

He’s snub-nosed, has little wings, and lightly with his nails
scratches, and while he’s crying often begins to laugh.

5 Besides, he can’t be suckled, always chatters, doesn’t miss a thing,
and savage too: even his dear mother can’t tame it.

He’s a total monster; he shall be sold. If any trader about to sail off
wants to buy a baby, roll up!

But look! He’s begging me, all tears. Well! | will not sell you, then.

10  Cheerup; stay here to keep Zenophila company.

MNwAeioBw kal patpog T €v KOATIOOL KaBeUdwy,
TwAE(0Bw: T{ 8¢ pot 10 Bpacu tolto TPEPELY;
Kal yap otpov Epu kal Uttotttepov, akpa & ovusiv
Kkvidel, kai khatov TToAAG peTady yeAd:
5Tp0og & ETL Aotttov ABpetttov, asidalov, 65U §e60pKag,
ayptov, oud’ autd pntpl @ila tiBacov-
TIAVTA TEPAG. TOLYAP TIETIPACETAL. £ TIG ATIOTIAOUG
gutopog wveioBal taida B€lel, TTpooitw.
Kaitol AMlooeT’, i6oU, 5edakpUpEVOG. 0U 0" ETL TIWAD:
10  Bdpoel Znvo@ila oUVTPOPOoG WOE PEVE.
Meleager5.178
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Unequal combat

| have armed my breast against Love with—wisdom;
nor will he conquer, if it be a single combat.

|, a mortal, will stand up againstan immortal. But to help him,
if he has Bacchus, what can | alone do against two?

WTIALOPLAL TIPOG EpWTA TIEPL GTEPVOLTL AOYLTHOV,
0UOE e viknoel, polvog Ewv TTpoOg Eva-
Bvatog &’ aBavdtw ouotroopat fjv 6& Bonbov
Bakyov €xn, Tl LOvog Ttpog 6U” €y duvauat;
Rufinus 5.93

Mosquito on a mission

Fly, mosquito, as my swift messenger, and on the tip of the ears
of Zenophila settling, whisper thus:
‘Sleepless he awaits you, while you, sluggard, forgetting those who love you,
Sleep! Off you go! Fly! Yes, music-lover, away!
5 But speak quietly to her, in case you wake her bedfellow
and arouse painful pangs of jealousy against me.
But if you bring me the girl, | will crown you with the lion’s skin,
mosquito, and give you a club to carry in your hand.

Mtaing pot, kwvwy, taxug dyyeAog, olact &’ dkpolg
Znvogilag YavoagtpooPiBupile tade-

‘AypuTtvog pipvel og- U &', @ AnBapye @Aouviwy,
g00el1g. €la, téTeu; vai, pIAOpOUTE, TIETEU-

5 nouya & pBEyal, ur kai ouykoltov Eyeipag
KIvong €1 épol {nAotuTtoug 6duvag,

Av 6’ ayayngtnv maida, Sopd oTéYw o Aéovtog,
KOV, Kal 000w XELpL PEPELV POTIAAOV.

Meleager 5.152

Peter Hadley's translation

Buzz off and take a telegram for me, mosquito dear;

Go, settle on the tip of my Zenophila’s sweet ear:

‘Are you never, never coming? (runs the song that you'll be humming)
‘You're forgetting how he’s fretting while you're slumbering up here.’
5 Fly away and make your music—ah, but softly, if you please
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(Her husband mustn’t wake and hear such messages as these),
And | promise, on condition you're successful in your mission,
I'll requite you, and this night you’ll be a second Hercules.

When One=Ten

Pour in ten ladles of Lysidice,” and of desirable
Euphrante give me, cup-bearer, one ladle.
You will say I love Lysidice best. No! by sweet
Bacchus, whom | drain from this cup.
For me, the one Euphrante is as ten. Yes, and countless stars

does the light of the one single moon outshine.
* He is toasting Lysidice at a symposium

€yxeL Auaidikng kuaBoug déka, Tfig O€ OBV
EUgppavingeva pot, Adtpt, didou kuabov.

pnoeig Auoldiknv Pe PIAETV TIAEOV. OU pHa Tov ROUV
Bdkyov, Ov évtautn Aafpottotd KUALKL:

5 AAAA pot Eugppavtn pia tpog 6éka- kal yap ameipoug
AOTEPAG EV HAVNG PEYYOG UTtEpTiBETAL.

Marcus Argentarius 5.110

Eheu fugaces...

Did I not tell you, Prodike, that we are growing old, did | not foretell
‘The dissolvers of love shall come soon?’

So now—the wrinkles and the grey hairs, a shrivelled body,
and a mouth lacking all its former charm.

Does anyone, haughty woman, approach you now, or flattering
plead with you? Like a wayside tomb, we now pass you by.

oUK €Aeyov, Mpodikn, Tnpackouev ;' 0U TIPOEPWVOUV
Néouatv Taxewg ai dStahuaipirot;’
vOv putideg kal Bpi§ TtoALn kal cpa pak®doOeg,
Kal oTopa TAG TTPOTEPAG OUKET €XOV XAPLTAG.
5 LN TIG 001, LETEWPE, TIPOTEPXETAL, H| KOAAKEUWV
Alooetal; wg &€ Tagov viv oe Ttapepxopeda.
Rufinus 5.21
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| am never going to turn into gold; let someone else become a bull
or the melodious swan of the shore.

Let such tricks be Zeus’s secret: to Corinna
| shall give these obols, both of them, and no taking flight.

oU HEAW peUoELY Xpuaog TtoTe: Bolg O€ yeévolto
aAAog, X HEAIBpOUG KUKVOG ETTNOVLOG.
Znvi puhaocogoBw tade Taiyvia- tfj 6€ Kopivvn
TOUG 6oA0UG dwow TOUg dUO, KOU TIETOAL.
Bassus 5.125

False oaths

O holy Night, and Lamp, no other confidants
of our oaths but you did we both choose—

he to love me and | never to leave him
did we swear, and you were joint witnesses.

5 But now he says those oaths were written in running water,
and you, O Lamp, see him in the bosom of others.

vU¢§ lepn Kal AUyve, ouviotopag oUtivag AAAoUG
OpKolLG, AAN’ UpEag, eINOpED’ dupotepol:

XW HEV EE OTEPSELY, KETVOV & €y 0U TtOTE AsiPELY
WHOOAUEV, KONV O’ EIXETE papTupinv.

5vOv 0 0 pEv OpKla pnalv v UdaTt keiva pepeabal,
AUYVE, oU & €V KOATIOLG AUTOV OpQG ETEPWV.

Meleagers.8
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Dangling on a string

My soul warns me to escape my desire for Heliodora,
knowing well the tears and jealousies of the past.

It commands, but | have no strength to fly, for the shameless girl
herself warns me too, and even while she warns—kisses me.

Puxn KoL TIpOAEYEL peUlyeLv TTOBov ‘HAlodwpag,
dakpua kal {NAoug Toug TIply ETILOTAUEVN.
@not pév, aAAAa @uyeiv ol pot aBévog: i yap avatdng
autn kal TtpoAéyel, kal TipoAéyouaa @IAEL.
Meleagers.24

Fair shares

| was much in love with the virgin Alcippe. Once, having persuaded her,
her secretly | brought to my bed.

Both our hearts were beating, in case someone came in
and witnessed the secrets of our overwhelming desires.

But her mother overheard her talk but, looking in

suddenly, said, ‘Fair shares, daughter’.*
*Hermes was the god of unexpected finds.

TapBévov ANKITITINV E@IAOUV PEYQ, Kal TIOTE TIEloAg
avutnv AaBpidiwg ixov ETti KALGIN.
AUPOTEPWV OE OTEPVOV ETIANAETO, N TG ETIEADD,
1A LG (6N Ta TTOBWV KPUTITA TIEPLOTOTEPWV.
untépa &’ ouk eAabev keivng Adhov aAN’ éo1doloa
e€amivng, “Epung kowvog,” Epn, ‘Buyatep.’
Marcus Argentarius 5.127

Next week: Lais’ mirror, honey-bees, raisins, and odior amo?
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