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LUCIAN 6
THEJUDGEMENT OF PARIS

Itall began with Zeus being informed that, if the sea-nymph Thetis married a god,
their son would replace Zeus as king of the gods. Unenthusiastic about this
outcome, Zeus arranged for her to marry the mortal Peleus (the resultant offspring
being, of course, Achilles). But the goddess Eris (‘Strife’) had not been invited to the
wedding.

So she lobbed among the guests a golden apple, inscribed tfj kaAAiotn ‘to the
most beautiful’. Aphrodite, Hera and Athena all laid claim to it and demanded that

Zeus decide the winner.

Wedding of Peleus and Thetis (Jacob Jordaens, 1593-1678). Winged Eris in the background, Zeus holding the golden
apple (centre), Hera stretching out a hand for it; naked Aphrodite, Cupid at her knee, suggesting it is for her;
helmeted Athena behind her reaching out for it.



No fool, Zeus declined the kind offer and told Hermes to lead the goddesses to
Paris, son of Priam king of Troy, and order him to make the decision. Hincillae
lacrimae...

Lucian’s version begins with Zeus warning the goddesses about holding a
grudge against the winner, and the goddesses trying to wheedle out of Hermes
advanced information about Paris, while making snide comments about each
other.

Our extract begins with Hermes greeting Paris. The goddesses continue to
snipe at each other. There are joking references to Homeric epithets, Argos,
Aphrodite’s magic charm (nota girdle), Athena’s helmet, the contest over who
should marry Helen, and so on. The goddesses try to bribe their way to success. The
feckless Paris cannot believe his good luck but is conflicted between seizing it, or
pushing it too far. He knows his Homeric gods...

Judgement of Paris: Hermes arrives to give Paris his orders (Pyxis: Penthesilesa painter, c. 470 BC)

Hermes

Good day, herdsman

Xaipe, & PoukOAe.

Paris

Cood day to you also, young man. But who are you, to have come here to us, and
who are these women you have brought with you? They are not the type to haunt
mountains, being so beautiful.

N1 kal oU ye, @ veavioke. tig 6€ tv delpo agiSal Ttpdg NKAg; f Tivag tautag ayeig
Tag yuvaikag; oU yap €mitndetal OpeoToAeiv, oUtwg ye oUoal KaAai.



Hermes

They are not women; it's Hera and Athena and Aphrodite you see, Paris. And I'm
Hermes. Zeus sent me—but why are you trembling and turn pale? Don’t be afraid;
it's nothing to worry about.

He instructs you to be judge of their beauty. ‘For since’, he says, ‘you are
yourself handsome and knowing when it comes to matters of love, | turn the
decision over to you'. You will discover the prize for the contest by reading the
writing on the apple.

AN o0 yuvaikeg eioly, "Hpav 0€, @ Mapt, kat ABnvav kai A@poditnv 0pag: KAUE TOV
‘Epufv améotethev 0 Zeug— AAAA Ti TPEPELG Kal wXpLAG; 1n 66101 XaAeTtOV yap
OUbEV.

KeAeUeL &€ oe Sikaothyv yeveaBal Tol kaAAoug aut®v- “Ettel yap,” @noi, ‘Karog
1€ AUTOG €1 KAl GOPOG TA EPWTLKA, OOL TNV YVAOOLV ETUTPETIW.” T0U &€ Ay@VOG TO ABAov
glon avayvoug to pAAov.

"'"?.»- *’»f e il oA :"' A .
The Judgement of Paris (CGustav Pope, 1852-95)

Paris

Come, let me see what it means: ‘Let the fairest’, it says, ‘have me.’ But how could |,
Lord Hermes, a mere mortal and a countryman, be judge of an astonishing
spectacle, far too important for a herdsman? To decide such matters is rather the
work of smooth city types.

For my part, | could perhaps passjudgement on which is the more beautiful
of two she-goats or heifers, in accordance with my skills; but these goddesses are all
equally beautiful, and | don’t know how a man could tear his his eyes away from the
one to the other.
®ep’ 1dw Ti kal BouAetal. “H kaAn,” onoiv, AaBétw.” o dv olv, G déomota ‘EpuA,
duvnBeinv &y, BvnTog auTtog Kal aypoikog wv, dikaotng yevéobal tapadofou Beag
kal peidovog 1 kata foukoAov; ta yap toladta Kpivelv Tdv afpiv paAiov Kai
AOTIKGOV:

10 6€ €V, aiya pev aiyog omotépa f KaAAiwy kai dapaitv AAAng dapdiewg,
1Ay av dikaoatpt katda tnv téxvnv: adtat 6& tdoai te Opoiwg Kalal kai ouk oid’ OTwg
Av TIG ATIO TAG ETEPAG ETIL TNV ETEPAV HETAYAYOL TNV OYLV ATtooTIACAG:



Paris

[My eyes] have no desire to turn readily away, but wherever they settle first, they
take firm hold and applaud what s in front of them; and if they pass over to
something else, they see that too is beautiful and linger there, and are distracted by
what'’s next.

Their beauty altogether encompasses and completely overwhelms me, and
I’'m annoyed that | myself cannot, like Argos, see with the whole of my whole body.
In my opinion | would make a first-rate judgement by awarding the apple to them
all.

And there is this as well: this one happens to be Zeus’ sister and wife, and
these two are his daughters. How, then, could the decision not be tricky from that
angle too?
ouU yap €BéAel apiotacBal padiwg, AAN’ €vBa av attepeion TO TTPOTOV, TOUTOU EXETAL
Kal TO Ttapov ETTAVEL KAV ETT AAAO PeTA ], KAKEIVO KAAOV 0pd Kal TtapapéVeL, Kal

UTTO TV TTANGiov TtapaAapBdavetat.

Kal OAwG TEPIKEXUTAL oL TO KAANOG aUT®V Kai OAov TIEpLEIAN@E Ue Kal
axBopat, 6Tt pun Kat avtog woTep 6 "Apyog OAw BAETELY SUvapal T@ owpatt. Sok® &’
av pot KaA®g dikaoal taoalg amodoug To UAAoV.

Kal yap au kai tode, tautnv pev ivat oupBEBnkev 1ol Alog adeApnv kal
yuvaika, Tautag & Buyatépag: Tidg 00V oU XAAETTR Kai oUTwg N Kpiolg;

Paris, Hermes, Athena, Herz;l and Aphrodite (Athens 5" C BC)

Hermes

No idea, except thatit’s impossible to duck out of Zeus’s commands.

Ouk oida- TIAfV oUy oiov te avadival Ttpog Tol AlOg KEKEAEUTEVOV.

Paris

Do me this one thing, Hermes: persuade them not to be hard with me, the two that
are defeated, but to think that it’s just my eyesight that’s at fault.

“Ev 10010, 0 ‘EpUf, TTEloov alTtdg, PN XAAETIOG EXELV HOL TAG SUO TAG VEVIKNUEVAG,
AAA pHovwV TV 0Baipdv nyeicBat tnv dlapaptiav.

Hermes

They say they will. Now it’s time for you to get yourjudging done.

OUtw aai TrolnosLv: pa &€ ool dN TIEpaiveLv THV Kpiatv.



Paris

We'll try; what else can one do? But first | want to know if it will be enough to look
them overjust as they are, or whether they must strip off with a view to a more
thorough examination?

Melpaodpeba- Ti yap av kai tabol Tig; €keivo O€ TpdTepov eideval Boulopal, totep’
£€apkéoel oKOTIETV aUTAG WG EXOUalty, f Kai attodloal deroel TLPOG TO AKPLPES TAG
£EETAOEWG;

Hermes

You're thejudge. You decide. Arrange matters as you will.

ToUto pev oov av €in 1ol dikaotol, kal Ttpootatte OTn Kal BEAELG.

(Silk-screen print, Galia Bernstein)

Paris

As | will? | want to see them naked.

‘Omtn kal B€Aw; yupvag ideiv foulopat.

Hermes

Strip off, you goddesses. You now make your inspection. | have turned my back.
ATIOOUTE, ® autal oU O ETILIOKOTIEL €yM OE ATIEGTPAPNV.

Aphrodite

Very well, Paris. | shall strip first, so that you may learn that I'm not just ‘white-
armed’ and boast of being ‘ox-eyed’, but that I'm equally and uniformly beautiful all
over.

Kahdg, @ Mdpt- kal tpwtn ye dmoduoopal, 0Ttwg Hddng 0Tt pun povag Exw tag
WAEvag Aeukag Unde t¢ PodTiig gival PEya @pov®, ETT {ong O€ eipt Ttdoa Kal Opoiwg
KaAn.



Aphrodite, with Cupid (note the A0 pais kalosinscription)

Athena

Don’t let her strip, Paris, until she takes off that magic charm—she’s an
enchantress—in case she bewitches you with it. And indeed she ought not to
appear all tarted up like that and covered in make-up, like some courtesan, really,
but should show her beauty unadorned.

Mn Ttpdtepov amoduaong autnyv, @ MNdapt, Ttpiv @v ToV KEGTOV ATtOBNTAl— PappaKis
yap éo0Tiv—yn o€ katayonteuon o autod. kaitot ye Expfv undE oltw
KEKAAAWTIIOHEVNV TTapeival HNOE Tooalta EVIETPIUHEVNV XPWHATA KABATIEP WG
AaAnB&g etaipav tivd, AAG yupvov TO KAAAOG ETTIOELKVUELV.

Paris

They are right about the charm. Put it aside.

EG Aéyouat 10 Tiepi tol keoToU, kai amobou.

Aphrodite

Then why don’t you take off your helmet, Athena, and show your head bare, instead
of tossing its plumes at the judge and terrifying him? Are you afraid that the grey of
your eyes will be held againstyou, if it's not seen without its element of terror?

Ti oOv oUxi kai au, @ ABnva, tnv kopuv dgeloloa PIARY THY KEQAANV ETUOEIKVUELS,
AAN €Ttioeielg TOv Adov Kal Tov dikaaotnVv @ofeic; i 6€dlag pun oot EAEyxntal to
YAQUKOV TGV O pdTwy, dveu 100 @ofepol BAeTTONEVOV;



Athena (left) has taken off her helmet; Hera (right)

Athena

There’s the helmet for you: it's off.
160U ool 1 kKOpug altn agnpntat.
Aphrodite

And there’s the magic charm for you.
60U Kai ool O KEOTOG.

Hera

But let’s strip off.

AMa amoduowpeba.

Note the wedding banquet in the background, with Eris hovering above it Joachim Wtewael, c. 1615)



Paris

O Zeus, god of miracles, what a vision, what beauty, what rapture! What a sight the
virgin is! How royal and majestic, truly worthy of Zeus, does tAisone glow! How
sweetly and deliciously thatone casts here glances, and how seductively she
smiled'—I've had enough good luck already ...

Butifit's agreed, | want to examine each of you separately, since at the
moment | can’t make my mind up and don’t know what to look at, my eyes being
pulled in every direction.

Q) Zel tepdotie thg B€ag, 1ol kAAAoug, TG NOOVAG. ola pev N TtapBévog, wg O
BaotAtkov altn kal ogpvov attoAdpTel kai aAnB®g aSlov Tol Aldg, de € opad ndu T
Kal yAagpupov, kal Ttpooaywyov EUeldiacev—ail’ fdn pev AAig Exw thg evdalpoviag

£l OoKel O€, kal i6ia ka’ ekdotnv mideiv BouAopat, wg viv ye apgiBolog kal
oUK 0i6a Ttpog O TL ATIOPAEY W, TIAVTN TAG OYELG TIEPLOTIWLEVOG,.
Aphrodite
Let’s do that.
OUtw TTOLHEV.
Paris
So you two go away, and you, Hera, stay here.
"Attite o0v ai duo- oU O¢, ® “Hpa, Tiepipeve.

Antonio da Vendri (early16th C)

Hera

| shall, and when you have thoroughly looked me over, it will be time for you to
consider other matters, whether you find them appealing—i.e. the rewards of a
vote in my favour. If you judge me the beautiful one, Paris, you will be lord over all
Asia.

Mepipevd, kateldav pe akptpag idng, wpa oot kal tdAAa rdn okoTelv €i kaAd oo,
1A 0Gpa TG Wneou TAG EURG. Av yap pe, @ Mapt, ditkaong eivat Kahnyv, amaong o
¢ Aoiag deomoTNG.



Judgement of Paris (Mary Ellen Croteau, 1997). Discuss usages of the genitive ...

Paris

My decision is not conditional on rewards. But go; whatever seems best shall be
done. You come forward, Athena.

OUK €Tl dwpPOLG eV TA NUETEPA. TIANV ATtOL TteTpadetal yap dmep av 60Kf. ou &¢
TipootBin Abnva.

Athena

I'm standing alongside you, and if you judge me the beautiful one, Paris, you'll
never leave the field of battle defeated, but always victorious: | shall ensure you
turn into a warrior and a conqueror.

Mapéotnka ool, kai fv He, @ Mapt, dtkaong kaAnv, oUTIoTE ATTWV ATIEL €K LAXNG,
AAN AEl KpaAT@V- TIOAEULOTAY VAP OE KAl VIKN@POPOV ATIEPYATOAL.

Paris

| have no need, Athena, for war and battle. As you see, peace reigns at present over
Phrygia and Lydia, and my father’s empire is free from wars.

But cheer up! Youwon’t lose out, even if | don’t make a judgement
conditional on gifts. Now get dressed and put on your helmet. I've seen enough. It’s
time for Aphrodite to appear.

OUbEv, 0 ABNVa, Sel Lot TIOAEPOU Kal LAxng: €iprvn yap, wg 0pag, Ta viv ETTEXEL THV
®puyiav te kal Audiav kal dttoAépnTtog AV 1 Tol TTatpog apxn.

Bappel 6€- oU pEelOVEKTAOELG VAP, KAV pr) ETTL dwpolg dikalwpey. AAN Evoubt
non kal €miBou trv KOpUV- Ikavg yap gidov. THv Appoditnv Ttapeival Kaipog.



Aphrodite stripped (Konstantin Makovsky, 1889)

Aphrodite

Here | am close next to you; examine me thoroughly, part by part, skipping nothing,
but dwelling on every feature. And if you will, you handsome young man, listen to
this. | have long seen that you are young and dashing like no one else raised in
Phrygia...

So | congratulate you for your looks, but | blame you for not leaving these
crags and cliffs and living in town, but allowing your beauty to go to waste in the
solitude. What pleasure can you get out of the mountains? What use can cattle
make of your looks?

AUTtn ool éyw TTANGiov, Kal okoTiel KaB’ ev akpl®dc pndev TtapatpeXwv, AAN’
EvoLatpiPwyv EKAOTW TGOV LeP®V. €1 O’ €BEAELG, G KAAE, Kal TAdE LOU AKOUTOV. EYW
yap TaAat op&hod og vEov OvTa Kal kaAov oTtoiov ouk oida €l tiva Etepov ) Ppuyia
TPEPEL ...

nakapidw pev 1ol KaAoug, alti@pal 6€ To U ATtoATIOVTA TOUG OKOTIEAOUG
Kal Tautaol tag éTpag kat aotu ¢iv, AAAA Sla@Beipetv 10 KAAAOG €v épnuia. Tl pev
yap av oU amoAauoelag t@dv op®dv; Tt &’ av amovaivto tod 6ol KaAoug ai Boeg;
Aphrodite
You ought to have married by this time—not some country girl, some peasant, the
sort of women around Ida, but someone from Greece, from Argos or Corinth or a
Spartan like Helen, who is young and beautiful and not a bit inferior to me, and
most of all, up for love.

If she but saw you, | know very well that she will abandon everything, hand
herself over to as your wife, follow you and make her home with you. No doubt you
too have heard something about her.

ETIpeTIEV O€ ON 0Ol KAl yeyapnKéval—}n HEVTOL Aypolkov Tiva Kal XwpiTty, olal
kata thv "Iénv at yuvaikeg, AAA tiva €k Tig ‘EAAAdog, i Apyobev r) €k KopivBou
Adkatvav olattep r) ‘EAévn €0Tiv, véa Te Kal KAARN Kai Kat’ oUdEV EAATTWV o, Kai To
on HEYLOTOV, EPWTLKA.

gKkeivn yap el kal povov Bedoaitod og, €U 0ida £y wg dmavta amoAlmodoa Kai
TapaocyoUoa €autnv EKSOTOV EPETAL KAl GUVOLKAOEL TIAVTWG OE KAl OU AKAKOAG Tl
Tiepl AUTAG.



Paris
Not a thing, Aphrodite, but I'd happily listen to everything you tell me about her.
Oudév, 0 Appoditn- viv && NdEwg av dkouoalpi cou Ta Ttavia Stnyoupévng.
Aphrodite
She’s the daughter of that beautiful Leda whom Zeus flew down to in the form of a
swan.
AUtn Buyatnp pév éoti Andag ékeivng TG KaARG €@’ v 6 ZeUg KATETTTN KUKVOG
VEVOUEVOG.
Paris
Whatis she like to look at?
Moia &€ thv oYLV €0Ti;
Aphrodite
She’s white, as you would expect in the daughter of a swan, and delicate, having
been gestated in an eggshell, mostly naked and expert at wrestling, and indeed so
much in demand that a war actually broke out over her because Theseus kidnapped
her as ayoung girl.

Further, when she came of age, all the leading Achaeans got together to woo
her, and Menelaus, of the line of Pelops, was given the preference. If you like, I'll
bring about the marriage for you.
NeuKr) HEv, olav €IKOG EK KUKVOU YEYEVNLLEVNV, ATIAAR OF, WG €V W@ Tpageioa,
YUUVAG TA TTOAAQ Kal TTaAaloTikn, Kai oUtw On Tt TteploTioudaoTog WOTE Kal TIOAEOV
ape’ autf) yeveaBat, Tol Onoéwg dwpov ETL apTtdoavtog.

oU KAV AAN’ ETTELONTIEP €1G AKUNV KATEDTH, TIAVTEG Ol ApLloTol TV AXAL@®V ETTL
THV HvnoTteiav amrvtnoav, Tpoekpidn 6& Mevélewg 1ol MeAoTtid®dv yévoug. €i 6
B€MoLg, Eyw oot katampaopal Tov yapov.

Helen of Troy (Salvador Dali)



Paris
What do you mean? It’s to a married woman?
M6 @nG; TOV TG yeyapnpevng;
Aphrodite
You are young and bit of a bumpkin, but | know how to do such things.
Néog €l oU kal aypoikog, £yw 6 0ida wg xpn ta totadta dpav.
Paris
How? | want to know myself as well.
Még; €6€Aw yap kal autog idéval.
Aphrodite
You will go abroad on the pretext of a tour of Greece, and when you come to Sparta,
Helen will see you. From that time on it'll be myjob to see that she falls in love with
you and follows you.
YU pev amodnunoetg wg et Beav thg ‘EAAAdoG, kaTeldav dgikn gig thv
Nakedaipova, Oyetai oe ) ‘EAévn. TouvtelBev 6€ €uov av €1 O Epyov, OTIWG
gpaocbroetai oou kal akoAoubnoel.
Paris
That is exactly the thing that seems simply incredible to me, the fact that she
should abandon her husband and be willing to sail away with a foreignerand a
guest.
ToUto alto kai amiotov ivai pot dokel, 1o amoAtrtolioav tov avdpa éBeAfjoat
BapPapw kai v ouvekTAeloat.
Aphrodite
Take heart for this reason: | have two gorgeous children, Desire and Love; | shall
give you these two beauties as your guides on the journey. Love will enter fully into
her heart and compel her to love you, while Desire will pour into you what he is
himself, and make you desirable and lovable.

| myselfshall be there too, and | shall ask the Graces to accompany me; in
this way, all together, we shall win her over.
O©dAppel TOUTOU Ve EVeKA. TTATOE yAp HOL EGTOV dUO KAAW, ‘Ipuepog kal "Epwg, ToUutw
ool Ttapadwow dUo KaAw, fyeHOVe TG 0600 yevnoouévw: Kal o eV "Epwg 6Aog
TtapeABwv eig autnv avaykdoet tnv yuvaika €pav, o &' “lpepog aut® ool Ttepiyubelg
1000’ OTtep €aTiv, ipepToOV Te Brjoel Kal EpAapiov.

Kal autn 6€ oupttapoloa denoopal Kail Tdv Xapitwv akoAouBeiv- kai oUTtwg
ATIavteg aUTNV AVATIE(COEV.



Helen of Troy (in the Louvre)

Paris

It's not clear how this will all work out, Aphrodite; except that I'm in love with Helen
already; and I don’t know how but | think | can see her and I'm sailing direct to
Creece, visiting Sparta, coming back again with the woman—and it annoys me not
to be doing all this right now!

‘Omtwg pev tadta Xwpnoet, adniov, @ Appoditn: TtAnv £p® ye dN TAg ‘EAEVNG kal
oUK 0l OTIWG Kal 0pdv authyv olopal kal TIAEw eUOU TAG EAAASOG Kal T LTtdptn
ETUONU® Kal ETIAVeLpL EXwV THV yuvaika—kail dxBopat 6Tt pun tadta Adén mavta
TIOLQ.

Aphrodite

Don’t fall in love, Paris, until you have paid me back, your match-maker and leader
of the bride, with the decision. It would be appropriate for me to be there with you
in triumph, and to celebrate at the same time your marriage and my victory. It’s in
your power to buy everything—her love, her beauty, and her hand—at the price of
this apple.

Mn Ttpdtepov €paaBiig, @ MNdpt, Ttplv EUE THYV TIPOUVAOTPLAV KAl VURPAYWYOV
dpeipaocBal T kpioel TTPETIOL yap AV KAUE VIKNQOPOV UpTV oupTiapeival Kal
goptalelv Apa Kal Toug yapous Kai Td ETTviKia. Ttavta yap EVECTI 0OI—TOV EpwTd,
10 KAAAOG, TOV yapov—rtoutoul To0 pnAou mipiacBal.

Paris

I'm afraid you'll forget all about me after my decision.

A€dolka P Hou AUEARONG LETA TRV KPLTLV.

Aphrodite

Do you want me to take an oath?

BoUAel o0V €Ttopdoopal;

Paris

Not at all; but promise once again.

Mndapdg, aAN’ UTtOoXOoU TIAALV.

Aphrodite

| do promise to hand over Helen to you as your wife, and that she will follow you
and arrive at your home in Troy; and | myself will be alongside you and help in
arranging everything.



‘YruuoyvoUpat &1 oot thv ‘EAévnv Ttapadwoslv yuvaika, kai akoAouBnoetv y€ ool
autny kai agi§eobat map’ Uudag ig thv "IAtov: kal avtn Ttapécopal kai cUpTIpadw td
TIava.

Paris

And will you bring Love and Desire and the Graces?

Kal tov "Epwta kal tov “lpepov kai tag Xapitag agelg;

Aphrodite

Take it from me; | shall have with me Longing and Wedlock as well as the others.
@dppel, kal Tov Mo6Bov kai tov 'Ypévalov ETL TpOG TOUTOLS TIapaAnyoual.

Paris

Then on these conditions, | award you the apple: on these conditions, take it.
Oukodv €tti TouTolg Sidw L TO HAAov- £Ti ToUTOLg AdpBave.

The aftermath: Helen on the walls of Troy (Gustav Moreau, 1855, Louvre)

Note: after reaching a half-century of Be/laria, | shall be taking a tea-break for a few weeks.



